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FROM THE BEES 
TO THEROSES

Hope in the son

Holy holidays from the
Augustinian Families
of Cascia,
the Beehive of Saint Rita,
the Saint Rita of Cascia
Foundation and the
editorial staff of
From the Bees to the Roses!

A
t Christmas, a son is born. He is a very special son, called Jesus, who came to re-
mind us that hope is enshrined in every child. On the occasion of Nativity, we offer
you a prayer written by St. Pope John Paul II, with the hope that these days of cel-
ebration will make joy, peace, brotherhood, hope in the future and hope in Salva-

tion blossom in your hearts. 

Wipe away, Baby Jesus, the tears of children!
Embrace the sick and the elderly!
Move men to lay down their arms
and to draw close
in a universal embrace of peace!
Invite the peoples, O merciful Jesus,
to tear down the walls created
by poverty and unemployment,
by ignorance and indifference,
by discrimination and intolerance.
It is you, O Divine Child of Bethlehem,
who saves us, freeing us from sin.
It is you who are the true and only Saviour,
whom humanity often searches for with uncertainty.
God of peace, gift of peace for all of humanity,
come to live in the heart of every individual
and of every family.
Be our peace and our joy! Amen.



O
ur future, the future
for the Christian, is
eternal l i fe with
Christ. Christmas,

therefore, is not a celebra-
tion linked to a past event,
but the celebration of what
will come, of what the Sav-
iour has assured us with His
sacrifice. But what does the
Christian have to do to gain
access to this rosy future?
What does it mean to be a
Christian? Saint Augustine
reminds us: just follow the
two precepts of love: love
God, loving your neighbour...

“The Birthday of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ ...
has, with the return of its
anniversary, dawned upon us
today ... Let us exult and re-
joice! For the faith of Chris-
tians holds fast to the joy
which the lowliness of such
sublimity has offered to us,
a joy far removed from the
hearts of the wicked, since
God has hidden these things
from the wise and prudent
and has revealed them to the

little ones” (St. Augustine,
Sermon 184: 1.1).

The holy doctor speaks of
a day of celebration for
Christians: but who are the
Christians? They are those
who do not merely follow
God but love him, so they al-
so love their neighbour, put-
ting into practice the word of
Jesus: “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with
all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment.
And the second is like the
first: Love your neighbour as
yourself” (Matt 22: 37-39).

Inspired by this word of the
Lord, St. Augustine com-
ments: “This is what you
must always think of, medi-
tate and remember, practise
and implement. God's love is
the first as a commandment,
but the love of neighbour is
the first as practical imple-
mentation” (In Gosp. 17, 7).

An authentic Christian is
recognised by the works he
does: in the end we will be
judged precisely about what
we have accomplished in our
lives, how much and how we
have loved God and our
brothers: “For I was hungry
and you gave me food ...”
(cf. Mt 25: 34-40); that is
why these two precepts of
love illustrated by Augustine
are so important. If we do not
love the brothers we see, how
can we love God whom we do
not see? (cf. 1 Jn 4, 20).

The feast of Christmas is
therefore for us Christians a
cause of great jubilation be-
cause He is born to give mean-
ing to all present and future
life. It is He who illuminates

FROM THE BEES 
TO THEROSES

If we do not
love the
brothers we
see, how can
we love God
whom we do
not see?

Christmas, feast of the future
by Mauro Papalini, Augustinian historian

4



AUGUSTINIANS

our hope of reaching eternal life,
indeed He is our hope, we
would say our certainty because,
in observance of his command-
ments, we prove to love him and
according to his word we will
live on that day without sunset
where God will be all in all (cf. 1
Cor 15, 28); it is He who, with
his mission on earth, incarna-
tion, birth, passion, death, res-
urrection and ascension, has
made us become the adoptive
sons of the Father, and therefore
his coheirs. On Christmas Day,
therefore, we do not celebrate
a past event, but that which
will be our future event, eter-
nal life with Christ, in the
communion of Saints, with the
Virgin Mary, Saint Rita and our
eternal friends.

The impious, however, do
not understand the meaning of
this feast: Augustine identifies
them with the proud, the wise
and the intelligent, to whom
God has not revealed his
things; but who are the impi-
ous? Those who do not love,
neither God nor their neigh-
bour, who cling to the only rea-
son without faith; for them
Christmas does not have any
authentic meaning: they attend
festive banquets without know-
ing the motive of the feast; in-
deed, they show a sense of su-

periority and contempt for us
who celebrate a being we do
not see, so it does not exist.

We, however, who through
the grace of God have faith, we
want to make this hymn of joy
flowing from the heart of St.
Augustine ours and we will not
stop proclaiming it without tir-
ing, not only during Christmas
holidays but throughout our
lives: “Exult, young consecrat-
ed, that you have chosen to

follow Christ ... Exult, conse-
crated virgins: the Virgin gave
you the one you can marry
without losing integrity ... Ex-
ult the just: it is the Birthday
of he who justifies. Exult, the
weak and the sick: it is the
Birthday of the Saviour. Exult,
prisoners: it is the Birthday of
the Redeemer. Exult, slaves: it
is the Birthday of the Lord. Ex-
ult, the free: it is the Birthday
of the Liberator. Hail, all you
Christians: it is the Birthday of
Christ”   (St. Augustine, Sermon
184: 2.2).
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1. Alessandro Molinaroli
(San Zeno di
Colognola ai Colli VR -
Italy)

2. Alice Bucciol (Oderzo
TV - Italy)

3. Federico Pegoraro
(Sarcedo VI - Italy)

4. Giovanni Pavan
(Pramaggiore VE -
Italy)

5. Matteo Caporicci
(Montesilvano PE -
Italy)

6. Natalia Tassone
(Revesby - Australia)

On Christmas
Day we do not
celebrate a past
event

It is He who has made us become
the adoptive sons of the Father



«N
ina looked into her eyes
and smiled at her: "There
is no treasure,” she said.
“I did not bring anything

with me that I did not already have when I
left, but I found that out only after the trip.
Yeah, unless you brave the storm you can-
not know it, you cannot know that you have
the strength to overcome it and my strength
has been you, my friends, you people in the
village, because you trusted me, you be-
lieved in me and you were here waiting for

me, looking at me from afar. For me this is
the greatest treasure that a person can
have.” Friendship! This is the greatest
treasure our Little Bees donated to guests
at Open Doors 2017. The event focused on
the experience lived by a group of Little
Bees on the Nave Italia sailing ship under
the project known as “Oltre gli orizzonti - A
mare quieto” (Beyond the Horizon - In Calm
Seas). The Little Bees staged the tale “Nina
and the Boat” (by Mariatina Alò) with great
commitment and enthusiasm. A tale that is
in some ways autobiographical, in which
each Little Bee found herself. The metaphor
of the boat helped us to examine the emo-

FROM THE BEES 
TO THEROSES

Open doors
at the
Beehive 2017
by Violanda Lleshaj,

director of the Beehive of Saint Rita
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The Rector of the Basilica of Saint Rita, Father Bernardino, to-
gether with a Little Bee from the Beehive during the offering
at Holy Mass on September 10.

Mother Prioress, Sister Maria Rosa, thanked all supporters of
the Beehive who have enabled the project to exist for the last
79 years.

On September 9 and 10, the Beehive opened its doors to all
supporters.



tions that accompany an adolescent on the
path of growth, and especially on the path
within the Beehive. With their free bodily
expressions, they created four key charac-
ters: fatigue, storm, cooperation and safe
harbour. It was the most loaded moment of
the event, when they managed to penetrate
the hearts of audience and touch us all. Es-
pecially the representation of cooperation
where the Little Bees had Sara - our Little
Bee with walking difficulties - dance with
them. After the theatrical performance, our
friends and supporters were able to watch
the handing over of certificates for departing
Little Bees and Wildflowers and the Good-

ness Prize (in memory of Sister M. Tarcisi
Chiatti, brother and sisters Mario, Flora and
Ivonne have set up an annual prize to be as-
signed to a Little Bee or Wildflower who has
been distinguished for goodness), which was
awarded to our dear Elisabeth this year. The
afternoon continued among the stands of
the laboratories for growing, where the man-
ual works of the Little Bees were on display
along with the photographic exhibition of
Valentina, one of our departing Little Bees.
This was an exhibition focused on values
and emotions in the Beehive, such as: shar-
ing, joy, prayer, volunteering, commitment,
traditions, trust and friendship. It was possi-
ble to capture all this in the faces of the
photos of the Little Bees.
The evening ended with a buffet dinner, of-
fered by Hotel delle Rose where guests and
Little Bees shared the emotions of the day.
This sharing resumed the following day,
along with the nuns, at the celebration of

SAINT RITA FOUNDATION
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Beehive director Violanda greets the Little Bees and Wildflow-
ers who have completed their path of growth in the reception
house: Romina, Valentina, Antonietta, Martha, Arianna,
Stefania and Ludmilla.

The Goodness Prize, in memory of Sister M. Tarcisia Chiatti,
was awarded to Little Bee Elisabeth.



the Eucharist that took place in the Lower
Basilica. Our guests could feel the proximi-
ty and affection of the community of Au-
gustinian nuns through the words of Moth-
er Prioress. At the end of the celebration,
our greeting and a visit to the Beehive
could not be missed. We talked about the
various projects that we are pursuing and
left each other with the hope of meeting
up again at the end of this school year. In
this way we can cultivate and make our
friendship grow.

FROM THE BEES 
TO THEROSES SAINT RITA FOUNDATION
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THE ROSES OF SAINT RITA
Francesco from Montemesola (Taranto) and Elida
from Latina, along with her daughter Alessandra and
many other volunteers, also took to the
streets with the Rose of Saint Rita to
raise funds for supporting the Bee-
hive, on the occasion of 1st edition
of the national event. 
Over a thousand volunteers filled
the squares of Italy with the Roses of
Saint Rita in favour of the Little Bees
who live in the Beehive, the reception
house of the Augustinian nuns of Cascia.
Organised by the non-profit Saint Rita of
Cascia Foundation, the event reached the
extraordinary number of 194 solidarity
stands scattered throughout Italy.

Francesco and volunteers
from Montemesola.

Elida and volunteers
from Latina.

The Leopardi Comprehensive School in Licata (Agrigento) and
the Beehive of Saint Rita are united in a twinning of friendship
and hope.

PARTICIPATION WAS
STRONG, WITH PEOPLE
ALSO COMING FROM
NEIGHBOURING TOWNS.

A BEAUTIFUL
EXPERIENCE THAT
DEEPLY ENRICHED

EVERYONE!
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CASCIA EVENTS
FROM THE BEES 
TO THEROSES

MATTARELLA:
CASCIA, A PLACE
DEAR TO ALL ITALIANS
On Wednesday 8 November 2017, Ital-
ian President Sergio Mattarella visited
the Sanctuary of Saint Rita as part of his
trip to Cascia and the earthquake-hit ar-
eas of central Italy.

On the occasion, young Sara, a Little
Bee of the Beehive of Saint Rita, pre-
sented the Head of State with a little
bee made of felt, one of the “Made for
Love” solidarity craft products hand-
made by the girls of the Beehive.
Mattarella then went to the urn of Saint
Rita for a moment of silence, leaving a
message in the monastery guestbook
(photo alongside): “Came to a place
dear to all Italians. S. Mattarella”.

BLANKETS OF COURAGE  
On October 30, the 1st anniversary of the
earthquake of 2016, the avenue of the
Sanctuary of Saint Rita woke up under a
colourful mantle: hundreds of handmade
blankets from all over Italy collected by

the “Coraggio” (Courage) association of
Perugia, promoter of the initiative with
the contribution of “Borgo Sant'Antonio”
and “Gomitolo rosa onlus”. The associa-
tion had, in fact, collected many woollen
patches worked by hand, like those of
granny’s blanket, then sewed them to-
gether and donated them to the children
of Cascia, who had been affected by the
earthquake. Among them, also the little
ones from the Beehive of Saint Rita.
“Blankets of Courage” are the symbol of
solidarity that unites the country, guard-
ing many stories of love and friendship
among the threads of woven wool.

Conference of Friends of Saint Augustine
“The presence of Jesus in our lives to-
day” is the title of the 2017 edition of
the conference traditionally organised in
Cascia by the Friends of Saint Augus-
tine. The conference welcomed all those
interested in participating at Hotel delle
Rose on October 27.

CASCIA IN CELEBRATION
From 8 December 2017 to 21 January
2018, “Dal Falò alle Pasquarelle”. The
calendar of “Dal Falò alle Pasquarelle”
events accompanies us for all feasts
with many appointments, such as the
Exhibition of Cribs, the traditional “Falò
della Venuta”, holy masses, games and
the three days of “Tradizione che pas-
sione”, January 19, 20 and 21. For fur-
ther information: Tourist Service, Tel.
+39 074371401 - info@iat.cascia.pg.it

APPOINTMENTS
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Edited by Marta Ferraro
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10 years of PPU
Diary of the General Meeting

A
utumn has come
and the cold is mak-
ing itself felt, but
Viale Santa Rita

wakes up with the awareness
that two days - October 21
and 22 - will be warmed by
the affection and devotion of
the participants of the na-
tional meeting of the Saint
Rita Primary Pious Union.
Like every year, almost twen-
ty groups totall ing over
1,000 people from all over
Italy, have arranged to meet
in Cascia, although this time
the meeting has been post-
poned because of the earth-

quake. Never mind having
had to wait to meet if after
all this time the enthusiasm
seems to have multiplied.
Devotees embracing and
greeting each other affec-
tionately are lost in memo-
ries and anecdotes that
demonstrate a long series of
emotions and meetings lived
together. This is the magic of
sharing. Sharing together the
purposes and goals of being
part of the great PPU family.
In particular, this time the
Pious Union has an impor-
tant anniversary to celebrate:
its first 10 years.

Ten years of  prayer and
chari ty,  chal lenges and
goals, consolidations and in-
novations. “Meeting is al-
ways beautiful, it means
growing. The important
thing is to meet for  teach-
ing and encouraging our-
selves, in the knowledge
that we are not the best be-
cause we have joined the
PPU but because through
the Pious Union we have
chosen Rita’s example to
testify to the faith,” says
Father Ludovico Maria Cen-
tra, ecclesiastical assistant
of the PPU, by way of ex-

Over 1,000 devotees met in Cascia for the General Meeting
of the PPU on Saturday 21 and Sunday 22, 2017.



JOIN THE PPU
Whether you are an individual or member of a group, join the PPU! You will thus participate in
our meetings, encountering people who, like you, are devoted to the beloved Saint Rita. For infor-
mation, contact the Secretary General, Alessandra Paoloni: piaunione@santaritadacascia.org
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plaining the meaning of the
meeting.

There are many surprises
and moving moments dedi-
cated to the participants. The
nuns have wanted to present
groups with a medal bearing
Saint Rita’s face, the one
painted on her first sarcopha-
gus, to hang on the banners
of the various groups, as a
way of commemorating the
PPU’s first ten years. There
is the touching moment when
PPU members passed round
the urn of their protector,
which, according to Father
Ludovico, serves “to remind

us that we are the close rela-
tives of Rita.”

One after the other out-
side the Monastery, ready to
observe the saint close up,
whispering a prayer, stretch-
ing out a hand to receive a
caress of the heart, was one
of the many moments of
sharing among participants.
And then: “Are you Sicil-
ian?”, “Yes, all Sicily is here.
I'm from Enna”; “But you’re
wearing the small medal of
Saint Agatha. I say so be-
cause I’m from Catania.” A
feast in the feast. A meeting
in the meeting.

The groups of Enna and
Carini live the moving mo-
ment of affiliation. The en-
tire PPU reflected with Don
Angelo on the di f f icul t
themes of sin and testimo-
ny. “Testify by example, in
everyday life. Without doing
great  things,  but  being
close to others,” explains a
woman from the audience
in the Hall of Peace. In this
regard, Don Angelo reiterat-
ed the importance of “bang
together to grow and ex-
change exper iences,  to
come into contact with dif-
ferent cultures for learning
about the different ways of
bearing witness.” In the af-
ternoon, the members of
the PPU together again, all
lined up to carry Saint Rita
in procession, each with
their own banner, their own
story and new intentions.

In the evening, instead, at
the end of Eucharistic wor-
ship, while group leaders
carry some of the soil from
their areas to the altar as a
sign of closeness to the land
of Rita, Father Ludovico re-
minds us of the sense of the
Pious Union: “Let us push to
desire and make our neigh-
bour grow, in our parishes,
so that we can be good don-
keys of Jesus. Let us learn at
least to desire this because,
as Saint Augustine says, de-
sire is like a sail and the
Holy Spirit will blow on this
sail, taking it far.”

PRIMARY PIOUS UNION
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D
ear friends who have been follow-
ing us for some time or have just
known us, hello.
We have spent a time of grace to-

gether with Saint Rita and Blessed Maria
Teresa Fasce, women in love with Jesus
Christ, open and welcoming to every suffer-
ing man or woman who turned to them, who
found in them intermediaries with the Lord,
perhaps not always in the requested or
hoped for ways, but surely in the right di-
rection, that of God’s will.

I confess, sometimes even I have experi-
enced this poverty of faith, remaining a lit-
tle disappointed at not having received
what was requested according to my wishes

and, like the two disciples of disappointed
Emmaus, I have said: “We hoped that ....”

Instead, I have experienced that is not
like this. If we are attentive to the voice of
God, if we let ourselves be led by the Spirit
of Jesus, as were Saint Rita and Blessed
Maria Teresa, we will be surprised by the
generosity and gratuitousness of the Lord,
by his providence in our lives, and our heart
will not be weighed down by sadness but

Sometimes even I have
experienced this poverty
of faith

The God of salvation
cares for us  

by Sister Maria Rosa Bernardinis, Mother Prioress of the Monastery of Saint Rita

12



DIALOGUE WITH THE MONASTERY

will always be happy because we find in
faith the answer to our pain, in the trial we
are going through, confident that the Lord
loves us and is leading us towards full reali-
sation of ourselves and our loved ones.

Where do we draw this strength from? We
draw it from personal and communal prayer
(when we get up in the morning and go to
bed in the evening, when we are in doubt or
are crushed by a sudden trial, we say in
faith: “The God of salvation cares for us”
and peace and serenity will reach us); when
we listen to the Word of God and live it by
sprinkling it every day in our daily relation-
ships; when we approach the sacraments of
Reconciliation or Confession and of the Eu-
charist from which the grace of the Lord tru-
ly emanates: “Without the Eucharist, we
cannot live”. In this way time passes quickly
(that is what I experience), and the everyday

will be coloured pink, loaded with hope.
This is my wish, and that of the Commu-
nities of the Nuns and Fathers and of the
Beehive, which is transformed into prayer
for you all with our Sisters Rita and Tere-
sa for the whole of this New Year 2018.
Safe journey to everyone!

To you, Lord, we humbly recommend the souls of
the victims of the central Italy earthquake and
these our dead because, as in their mortal life
they have always been loved by you of immense
love, so now, freed from all evil, may they enter
by Your grace into eternal rest. Take them into
your Paradise, where there is no more grief, no
pain, no tears, but peace and joy with your Son
and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.

Angiolina Colloredo Morassi (Gorizia - Italy)
Benito Della Rovere (Marin-Epagnier, La Tène -
Switzerland) 
Carme Ferré Rodríguez (Sant Cugat del Vallès -
Spain)
Elena Auricchio e Giuseppe Carillo (San Giusep-
pe Vesuviano NA - Italy)
Elsa Nascimben Dorizzi (Verona - Italy)
Francesca Pitrelli (Noicattaro BA - Italy)

Francesco Gualtieri (Alessandria - Italy)
Gabriella Magrin (Montecchio Precalcino VI - Italy)

Gaetano Carrone (San Vito dei Normanni BR - Italy)
Giovanna Indiveri (Valenzano BA - Italy)
Giulia Di Egidio (Teramo - Italy)
Irma Pesovento (Valli del Pasubio VI - Italy)
Lidia Maspoli (Sorengo - Svizzera)
Luigia Cappai (Carloforte CI - Italy)
Manlio Simonetti (Rome - Italy)
Maria Barbetti Vitali (Morro d’Alba AN - Italy)
Maria Cianarella (Cerignola FG - Italy)
Maria Concetta Russo (Orta Nova FG - Italy)
Maria Raineri (Novara - Italy)
Sr. M. Delfina Brugnelli OSA (Monastery of St. Clare and
St. Sebastian, Genoa Sturla GE - Italy)
Mario Giorgio Fanti (Poggiodomo PG - Italy)
Mercedes Tonini (Biasca - Switzerland) 
Nello Nicoletti (Atri di Cascia PG - Italy)
Olivina Vescovo Bellato (Martellago VE - Italy)
Pietro Giuseppe Simone (Bisceglie BT - Italy)
Rosa Lascala (Manfredonia FG - Italy)
Rosa Melis (Arbus VS - Italy)
Tina D’Ercole (Rome - Italy)
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We will be surprised
by the generosity
and gratuitousness
of the Lord
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THE PRIORESS ANSWERS

The section in which the Mother Pri-
oress answers letters from devotees
of Saint Rita is about to return. If you
want to share your fears, your doubts
or your happiness with us, write to
monastero@santaritadacascia.org,
specifying that
you consent to
publication of
the letter. Moth-
er Maria Rosa
will reply to
everyone in the
“From the Bees
to the Roses”
magazine or in
private.
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All events  
dedicated to the Blessed

The first appointment was the
Triduum (October 9-11), followed
by October 12, the day of the litur-
gical Solemnity of Mother Fasce.
Founder of the Basilica of Saint
Rita, the “From the Bees to the
Roses” magazine, the Beehive of
Saint Rita reception house and
many other works of charity,
Mother Fasce contributed to
spreading the cult of Saint Rita, changing forever the face of Cascia, which
has become a destination for pilgrimages from every corner of the earth.

The celebrations that livened up
Cascia and its Sanctuary
throughout the week between 9
and 15 October - on the occa-
sion of the 20th anniversary of
the beatification of the most fa-
mous Abbess of the Augustinian
Monastery of Saint Rita: Mother
Maria Teresa Fasce (Torriglia,
1881 - Cascia, 1947) - are over.

Lucia Ascione, journalist and
conductor of “Bel tempo si
Spera” aired on Tv2000, inves-
tigated the message and life of
Mother Fasce during the
roundtable on October 14, with
the help of Father Josef Sciber-
ras, General Postulator of the
Augustinian General Curia,
Mauro Papalini, Augustinian
historian, and Sister M. Gia-
comina Stuani, Augustinian
nun of the Monastery of Saint
Rita, belonging to the same

Sr. Pierina and Olga, two former Lit-
tle Bees welcomed by Mother Fasce.
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monastic community as
Blessed Fasce.
The evening was enriched by
the reading of some letters
written by Blessed Fasce, inter-
preted by the FUPS Theatre
Group of Cascia.

In the presence of about 120
people, Cascia mayor Mario De
Carolis donated a commemora-
tive plaque to the Monastery of

Saint Rita, which was then af-
fixed in the Beehive. In return,
Mother Prioress Sister Maria
Rosa Bernardinis donated the
bronze medal made in 1997,

the year of beatification of
Mother Fasce by Pope St John
Paul II, to the Municipality.
The same medal was then do-
nated by the Monastery to the
mayor and parish priest of Tor-
riglia, Maurizio Beltrami and
Don Pietro Cazzulo.

On October 15 it was dedicated to
former Little Bees of the Valnerina
and to the delegation from Tor-
riglia, the birthplace of Blessed
Mother Fasce.
The morning started off with the mi-
ni-gathering with former Little Bees
of the Valnerina, who met at the
Theatre of the Beehive of Saint Rita,
accompanied by the Little Bees of
today who live in the reception
house and are followed by the staff
with love and professionalism.

Former Little Bees at the mini-gathering on October 15.

The delegation from Torriglia, the
birthplace of Blessed Fasce.



Photos by Giovanni Galardini.
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