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SUPPORT FROM THE BEES
TO THE ROSES

ear friends, to continue spreading Ri-
ta’s message of hope, we ask you to

help us support "From the Bees to the
Roses", the voice of Saint Rita throughout
the world. Your small donation, writing
"subscription" as the reason, will allow us to
keep in touch with you.

Our desire is to talk to all devotees of Rita,
which is why, from this number on, "From
the Bees to the Roses" will also come out in
Portuguese (in addition to Italian, English,
German, French and Spanish), in the hope
of helping to bring hope and comfort wher-
ever it is needed.

Thank you for whatever you can do!

Sr. M. Giacomina Stuani,
Editor-in-Chief

NEW BANK ACCOUNT

ear friends,
for those who want to support us
with a donation, take note that we

now have a new bank account. Here are
the details:

IBAN:
IT68Y0542839240000000001781

BIC/SWIFT: BLOPIT22

Please no longer use the details of the old
account, because it will be closed soon.
Thank you for your help.

The Nuns of the Monastery
of Saint Rita of Cascia
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Cascia, Basilica of Saint Rita.

With the family

ne of the things | most love to do
is spend Holy Christmas with my
family, the Community of the
Monastery of Saint Rita of
Cascia. Without ever forgetting our family
of origin, for we who have been
consecrated, the household becomes the
community of which we become part. For
each of us, being in the family means
being with the people we love, that protect
us and that we protect, no matter
what. Following the theme of this issue -
which launches the year of consecrated
life (from page. 4), we open the doors of
our house to you, with a special edition of
the "Dialogue with the Monastery" section
(from page 8) that gives space to living
contributions of our daily lives, and we
invite you to reflect with us on imitating
the example of the Child Jesus, Mary and
Joseph - | leave you with our best wishes
through the prayer pronounced by Holy
Father Francis for the feast of the Holy
Family last year.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph

in you we contemplate

the splendour of true love,

to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

grant that our families

too be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel

and small domestic Churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

may families never again experience
violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt

or scandalised find ready comfort
and healing.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

graciously hear our prayer.

Amen.

(Prayer to the Holy Family, extract. Pope Francis,
Angelus of the Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth,

29 December 2013)

From the Jisters and Fathers
of the . Aygustinian Family of Gascia,
: ﬁom the ﬁft/»e Bees and W/MWMOW-

(0/0 the Beehive ;ya Saint Rita,

Srom the non-profit Jaint Rita
gc Gascia Fowundation,
non-profit organization,

heartfelt wishes.




What Is

consecrated life?

ope Francis Pope has proclaimed

2015 the Year of Consecrated Life.

Together with the readers of “From

the Bees to the Roses”, we would
like to celebrate this occasion, which offi-
cially begins on 30 November 2014 and
ends on 2 February 2016 (World Day of
Consecrated Life), starting with the testi-
mony of Sister Maria Lucia Solera, an Au-
gustinian of a wholly contemplative
life. Born in Ferrara 41 years ago, Sister
Maria Lucia made her first profession of
vows in 2000, at the Hermitage in
Lecceto. She remained there, nestled in the
woods on the outskirts of Siena until, one
day, the Community decided to entrust her
with a very special task: leave the her-
mitage to create a new cloistered monastery
in Rossano (Cosenza). Today, Sister Maria
Lucia lives with three other sisters in the
Mother House of the Good Counsel, praying
and working that the day will soon come for
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the birth of the new monastery, which will
bear the name of St. Augustine, the first
Augustinian reality for women in ltaly dedi-
cated to the Bishop of Hippo ...

Sister Maria Lucia, you are responsible
for the Augustinian monastic community
which has the task of starting a new
monastery in Rossano (Cosenza). Not infre-
quently, however, seclusion is seen as a
mere “isolation” with respect to the sur-
rounding world ... What is the added value
of the birth of a monastery? Seclusion is
not a distancing from the world but from
worldliness: that is, a way of life that is on-
ly superficial. In fact, monks and nuns are
men and women who are particularly sensi-
tive in understanding the heart of
man. This is thanks to silence, continual
prayer and simplicity of life, which are all
values held by seclusion. Then, the Church
has always invited monasteries to have a
missionary perspective, even with the open-
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ing of new Houses where the contemplative
life is not present. A monastery should re-
member that God comes first, all our
“mess” comes from losing sight of this pri-
macy within ourselves. In addition, a
monastery says that fraternal life is possi-
ble. So, the monastery that will rise will fol-
low these steps. Among others, it will be
called “Monastery of St. Augustine,” the
first female Italian Augustinian monastery
dedicated to the Bishop of Hippo.

What does “consecrated life” mean for
you? What led you to choose to consecrate
yourself to God? “Consecrated life” is a ful-
ly dedicated life, in addition to what is al-
ready required of all who have been bap-
tised, to let the traits of Jesus, his feelings,
shine. People ask one thing of us who are
consecrated: let us see Jesus! Let us see
the beauty of life according to the Gospel!
An overabundance of love brought me here
to the monastery during a field school for
young people, | found myself reading the
page of the Gospel of John (John 4): |
heard Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan
woman at the well “narrated” to me. This

Sister Maria Lucia

To you, Lord, we humbly recom-
mend these our dead, because as in
their mortal life they have always
been loved by you of immense love,
so now freed from all evil, they may
enter, by Your grace, into eternal
rest. Amen.

Anna Biganzoli (Gavirate VA - Italy)
Anna Calabrese (Cirie TO - Italy)
Anna Serrai (Arezzo - Italy)
Antonia Cicala Carrieri (Taranto - Italy)
Antonia Simoni (Spello PG - Italy)
Fr. Domenico Raponi OSA (Augustinian
Mission - Peru)
Ermana Mosconi (San Giorgio Piacentino PC - ltaly)
Ermelinda Aiello (Montalto Uffugo CS - Italy)
Giovanni Zenti (Isola della Scala VR - Italia)
Leonilde Bellomo (Teramo - Italy)
Lineo Chiappini (Scheggino PG - Italy)
Sr. Maria Grazia Colombini OSA (Monastero
Presentazione di Maria V. al Tempio, Milan - Italy)
Sr. M. Michela Calisti OSA (Monastero
Sant’Antonio, Pennabilli RN - Italy)
Mario Luminasi (Castel San Pietro Terme BO - Italy)
Marisa Caldarozzi (Priverno LT - Italy)
Michelina Carlevaro (Cuccaro Monferrato AL - Italy)
Sante Bini (Cannara PG - Italy)
Velia Zocchi (Cascia PG - Italy)
Vincenzina Coco Pasquali (Rome - Italy)

gave rise to a desire to make the love of Je-
sus the centre of my life. | found in prayer
my way of telling everyone the love of God,
and telling God the poverty of the human
heart.

Referring instead to the religious order
to which you belong and to which Saint Ri-
ta of Cascia also belonged, in general, what
is the Augustinian proposal for the conse-
crated life? Be just one heart, reaching out
to God: this is the “motto” of St. Augus-
tine, who saw monasteries as small cells of
the Church where the brothers and the sis-
ters would live with a strong force of recip-
rocal unity and a burning love for the hum-
ble Jesus, as he liked to call him. Inner life
and the life of communion are the two
hearts of the monastic life as “dreamed” of
by St. Augustine, inspired to this by the
style of life of the early Christians (see Acts
4:32).
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Is the consecrated life a personal or a Church
question? The consecrated life is a precious gift of God to
the Church; consecrated persons are called by the will of
God to express the lifestyle of Jesus and to remind everyone
that our human progress has a destiny, a destination: the lov-
ing embrace of God, as strong and lasting as eternity! That's
why we welcome as providential the year dedicated to the
consecrated life (2015, ed): let us seize a wonderful oppor-
tunity to renew our love for Christ and our dedication to the
Gospel.

The complex that the nuns need to renovate so that it can wel-
come the future Monastery of St. Augustine.

The “Rejoice” letter, sent by the Congregation for the In-
stitutes of Consecrated Life to all consecrated men and
women, urges you to “bear witness to the joy that comes
from the certainty of feeling loved, from the trust in being
saved”. What does this mean in practice? And how do you
express this message from seclusion? Prayer and diligence
with the Word of God are privileged spaces, apart from the
sacraments, in which we are allowed to experience the love
of God. Prayer is primarily receiving, letting yourself go, lis-
tening, and only afterwards is also our speaking, doing, en-
gaging ourselves .. Very slowly, this gives new eyes for look-
ing in wonder and with gratitude at life and people. Only
those who feel loved are capable of gratitude. Starting from
our life of prayer, we give the opportunity for people to par-
ticipate in the Liturgy of the Hours; we offer space for listen-
ing and meetings for deepening faith; we make available the
treasure of the spirituality of St. Augustine, particularly con-
temporary for offering pathways on the inner life and useful
ideas for the education of feelings that we are losing dramat-
ically. [ |
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. Alia Coco - Australia
2. Julian Antonio

Martinez - Australia

. Gabriel and Aurora

Fiorito, Turin - Italy

. Pierdavide Eugenio

and Lavinia Elda
Martinelli, Orbassano
(TO) - Italy

. Gianluca Afroditi,

Porretta Terme (BO) -
Italy

. Mattia Afroditi,

Porretta Terme (BO) —
Italy




Made for love, made for your Christmas.

For a Christmas with Saint Rita, offer and treat yourself to one of the solidarity products from “Fatto per amore” ("Made

for love") line. In this way, you choose to support the charitable works that the nuns of the Monastery of Saint Rita are

carrying out for the most vulnerable. You can find these and other products in the full version of the catalogue at
www.santaritadacascia.org/natale

Code B

Basilica greeting card
(postcard front/rear, 21x10 cm,
envelope included)

single contribution: 1€

Code A

Beehive

greeting card

(postcard front/rear, 21x10 cm, Code C Code E

envelope included) Stella di Natale (Poinsettia) = Feast tree Snowflake

single contribution: 1€ (in brightly coloured felt, 10.5 cm (in felt, 13.5 cm approx, (in felt, 13 cm approx,
approx, with prayer on back) with Saint Rita medal) with small image of Saint Rita)
single contribution: 3€ single contribution: 6€ single contribution: 6€

Fill out this form and send it, attaching a copy of the receipt for payment, by:
* fax 0743.750179 * e-mail natale@santaritadacascia.org * post Monastero S. Rita da Cascia - 06043 Cascia (PG)
Form fields with empty space for filling out

name (for companies)

surname first name

road/street

postal code

tel. mobile

e-mail:

note (please specify the address for delivery if different from above)

Quantity How to donate

. : METHODS OF PAYMENT

Beehive greeting card bank: IBAN [T68Y0542839240000000001781
BIC/SWIFT: BLOPIT22

Specifying "Christmas" as reason

Description

Basilica greeting card

Stella di Natale (Poinsettia)

Info
Fill out this form and send it with a copy of the
Snowflake payment.

COST OF DELIVERY For information, call us at +39 0743750941

OVERALL TOTAL or write to
natale@santaritadacascia.org

Feast tree

Privacy Policy. The Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia protects your information. In accordance with the provisions of Legislative Decree No. 196/2003, your information will be
processed manually and electronically by the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia in strict confidence for promoting and making known, free of charge, the Monastery's initiatives, ac-
tivities and projects. The information will not be communicated or disseminated. Pursuant to Art. 7 of Legislative Decree No. 196/2003, you can exercise your rights including
viewing, modifying and deleting your personal information by writing to the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia — 06043 Cascia (PG).

Date Signature
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The Holy Family

The Community of the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia

he Christmas season
for us is a time of
prayer and medita-
tion around the infi-
nitely great gift that God
has given us, offering His
Son to all mankind. His
Son, made man, came to us
in a manger, born into a
family. Symbolically, we use

“our own crib” as we feel
and want. No crib, however,
can be without the Baby Je-
sus, along with his parents,
Mary and Joseph. The Holy
Family, which we celebrate
liturgically on the Sunday
after Christmas, is the testi-
mony that God did not just
want His Son Man, but

Representation of the Holy Family, made by the Beehive of Saint Rita, the home
of the Saint Rita Monastery which houses children in distress.

the crib to represent
this. We place those little
figures so carefully in our
house to commemorate the
Holy Night, in the heat of
the light emitted by the
star, waiting for the sleepy
shepherds, in the simplicity
of the places, near the of-
fertory of the Wise Men, ap-
pearing from beyond the
dune ... Each of us takes
pleasure in personalising

wanted his son with a fami-
ly, so that he would be in
all and for all, like us, with
us. But the Holy Family al-
so represents the plight of
refugees that Joseph and
Mary experience in order to
escape Herod, king of
Judea, who is searching for
the son of God to Kill
him. Gripped by the fear of
seeing their child taken
away, Mary and Joseph es-

8

cape in a night of fear and
uncertainty. Our Holy Fa-
ther Francis reminds us,
“as we fix our gaze on the
Holy Family of Nazareth in
that time when it was
forced into exile, let us
think of the drama of those
migrants and refugees who
are victims of rejection and
exploitation, who are vic-
tims of human trafficking
and slave labour. Let us al-
so think of those other ex-
iles — | would call them ‘the
hidden exiles” who may be
marginalised within their
own families — the elderly
for example who sometimes
are treated like burdens”
(Angelus, Feast of the Holy
Family 2013). The procla-
mation of the Gospel, in
fact, also and above all
passes from families. Pope
Francis gives us much to
think about on the subject:
“Jesus wanted to belong to
a family that had experi-
enced these difficulties so
that no one is excluded
from the nearness of God’s
love ... God is also there
where man is in danger,
there where man suffers,
there where he escapes,
where he experiences rejec-
tion and abandonment; but
he is also where man
dreams, hoping to return to
his homeland in freedom,
designing and choosing a
life of dignity for himself
and his family”. [



DIALOGUE WITH THE MONASTERY

FEDERATION OF MONASTERIES: NEW GOVERNING COUNCIL

On 1 October, in Cascia, the nuns of the female Augustinian monasteries in Italy re-
newed the Governing Council which leads the Federation of "Our Lady of Good Counsel”
Augustinian Monasteries in Italy. Thirty-five chapter nuns attended the elective assem-
bly: the outgoing President, Mother M. Rita Piccione, the council she chaired, Mothers
Prior and delegates of the Commu-

nity. Established on 26 April 1953, the

Federation aims to bring "contemplative

oases" closer to the needs of the con-

temporary world, carrying out the will of

God for today. The Augustinian Com-

munity of Cascia thanks the outgoing

council for its valuable work over the

past six years, along the lines indicated

by the post-Vatican . With this spirit

of vicinity, we welcome the new council

; : chaired by Mother M. Monica Gianfran-

The new Council of the Federation of Augustinian Monaste- cesco, former Abbess of the Hermitage

ries in ltaly, chaired by Mother M. Monica Gianfrancesco of Lecceto (Siena), with prayers of best
(centre of photo). wishes :

100 YEARS FOR SISTER M. MADDALENA

"The Lord my God led me, as a man leads his Son, all the way along the path that |
took”. Paraphrasing verse 31 of chapter 1 of Deuteronomy, Sister M. Maddalena
thanked the Lord during the Eucharistic celebration which was held to celebrate her
100th birthday on 30 August 2014, in the Lower Basilica of Saint Rita, in the presence
of the Augustinian Community of Cascia and all her loved ones. The occasion was
enhanced by the presence of another centenarian, Father Luigi Giuliani, who presided
at the Holy Mass. Father Giuliani recalled the precious presence of Sr. M. Maddalena in
the Basilica as sa-
cristan, a role she
played until the
age of 92, and
then added a spe-
cial wish: If Bles-
sed Mother Fasce
was known by
everyone as "the
Mother", Sr. M.
Maddalena may
well be remembe-
red as "the Sacri-
stan"! Heartfelt be-
st wishes, dear Sr.
M. Maddalena!

Sr. M. Maddalena (front row, centre) with her loved ones.
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Attracted by Saint Rita

by Stephanie de Beyer, novice in the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia

y name is
Stephanie, I'm
from Germany
and | am a novice
in the Monastery of Saint Ri-
ta in Cascia. | received the
white habit on 31 May this
year, the Feast of the Visita-
tion, and the clothing was

part of life for embracing it
fully, and each path has its
surprises. These are the
stages of every family, of
every vocation, of every per-
son and, in particular, of
every Christian who tries to
live his/her life as a loving re-
sponse to God. My vocational

Stephanie, at the end of the ceremony which marked her entry as a a novice into
the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia.

preceded not only by 14
months as a postulant, but
above all by several years of
reflection and discernment. |
am 41 years old and am a
professional midwife. | al-
ways did my job with joy, de-
spite the various challenges
(long shifts and night shifts,
irregular hours, etc.). The
proximity to life in the true
sense taught me so much:
every birth is preceded by a
necessary period of prepara-
tion, and labour and pain are

path so far shows different
shades: growing up in a prac-
tising Catholic family with
faith, an interest — or rather,
attraction — grew in me for
the consecrated life around
the age of 27. | had been
working for some time and |
was gripped by the desire for
a fuller life of prayer: daily
Mass (when compatible with
work hours), the Liturgy of
the Hours, the rosary, adora-
tion and even the study of
“holy things” were increas-

10

ingly becoming part of my
life. Being consecrated to the
Lord, but at the same time
living in the world, seemed
appropriate for my character
and the expectations that |
had in my heart and mind.
As a result, | asked my
bishop for permission to start
the Ordo Virginum vocational
path. Even in the workplace,
| felt the desire to make the
Lord enter me more con-
cretely, and as a result | en-
gaged myself in Pro Vita
groups, especially in defence
of the unborn and their par-
ents who find it difficult to
accept their child as a gift,
with the danger of rejecting
it. To explore this topic and
be better informed, | was
given the opportunity to
study Bioethics for two years
in Rome, thanks to some
benefactors. So | embarked
on the road to the “Eternal
City” in 2007, without know-
ing much about what to ex-
pect. There, | met the Au-
gustinian fathers and, in
2009, we made a pilgrimage
to Cascia: nothing special,
nothing extraordinary. | did
not even know Saint
Rita. But the impression |
was left with was: here in
Cascia | feel good and some-
thing attracts me. Four
months later, | attended the
Vocational Orientation
Course organised by the
nuns. | thought: making a re-



treat never hurts. | took the
experience: nothing special,
nothing extraordinary. But
something, or rather Some-
one, was pushing me to talk
often to my family about
Cascia, the way of life of the
nuns and so on, and being
“in the world” | felt strongly
that something was missing.
Inside me, there was a thrust
towards Cascia that | could

DIALOGUE WITH THE MONASTERY

About two months after the
course, | asked the nuns to
spend 50 days with
them. Again | thought: after
the final exam in Rome and
before returning home, it
would not hurt to have some
free time, full of prayer and
silence. After returning to
Germany, | started working
again as a midwife, with my
heart feeling outstretched to-

and with my mind wanting to
follow the path of the world
of the consecrated. Another
two and half years passed
before asking to be admitted
as a postulant. Here | am. |
have learned that it is not
enough to want to build:
greater effort is needed to
listen to HIS will and seek to
respond with courage to the
call of love in order to enter

not explain, give a name.

wards the contemplative life, deeper happiness.

IN MY FRAGILITY, | START AGAIN FROM YOU

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of her T
Religious Profession, Sister Anna Maria
Mannara held a Mass celebrated by
Msgr. Giovanni Scanavino in the Basili-
ca of Saint Rita in Cascia, on 17 Augu-
st 2014. An important step for the cur-
rent sacristan of the Basilica, who wan-
ted to share her letter to the Father
with the readers of "From the Bees to
the Roses", in the knowledge of having
achieved a goal and, at the same time,
begun a new phase of her path of con-
secration to the Lord in the Augustinian
contemplative life.

Sr. Anna Maria (centre) celebrated
with her family of origin.

T thank vovu, Father] T camcot Fal to thank You for the Love, tenderness,
compassion, wercy and Fathfuoluess with which You have accowmpanied wy jour-
uwey ns A consecrated person wm these 25 vears of i2eligovs ofession m the
Avgustimian FawiLs. No doubt, there Uave been Uappy tmes and those Less Uap-
PP, woments with sowe Uestation, wowents with the certamty that You are
FathfuL And without FaL. We just Uave to believe m the total ght of Youl
Accordug to the salw: "Bless the Lord, 0 wy coul, aund ALl that s withn we,
bless UWis Uoly name’ (Fealm 102.) and it is tUis supplication that we can direct
to our soul so thst evervone of vs can Uave the covrpge And the strength of
the Soun, Jesvs, who Uas placed vs m the heart of Your Love. A great Love,
which Lends vs back to the origus.
We wust rekndle the flame of the fret Love, we can and we wust thnk AGA
Abovt the Love vou Wave For vs and start agam From You with Joy. Yes, start
AGA .. Becnavse ths celebration of wy 25U amtversary of i2eligiovs THofes-
son was for we both A goal Aud A new start. A startug agam from You, for-
gettug the past, to resume the path of couversion, aware of wy poverty aud
wy fraglicy, but confident that You, Lord, are Alware with we and do not
Abandon we. Tt is realy wouderfUl, beung with Pou aud besrng witness to
Your Lovel

Sr. Aums Maris OSA
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