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EDITORIAL

I’
m 19 and I’m Italian, but my origins
are Peruvian. For about a year, I have
been part of G2-Second Generations, a
national organisation for the children of

immigrants who, like me, were born and/or
raised in Italy. Like many other boys and girls
of foreign parents but born and raised in Italy, I
acquired Italian citizenship at the age of 18,
about six months after applying. However, if it
had not been for the friends of the G2 network,
I would probably not be Italian today because I
did not know that I had to apply before
reaching the age of 19. If it had been up to
me, who knows when I would have made a
move! Becoming Italian was so obvious to me.
[...] Every now and then I think of all those
guys and all those girls who maybe, like me,
didn’t know they could apply only before
reaching 19: missed becoming Italian due to
the absence of information ... and then, how
many problems having lost this opportunity ...
we would just have to follow in the steps of our
parents, even though this is our country.

(Testimony from the Forum of the G2
Network - Second Generations
www.secondegenerazioni.it).

Being born and growing up in a country,
feeling part of the community that you know,
but not being formally recognised by that same
community, as part of it. Dear friends of Santa
Rita, for this last number of “From the Bees to
the Roses” in 2012, we thought we’d share
with you the issue of birth, from the point of
view of the right to citizenship.

Christmas tells us about birth. Coming into
the world: this is what we say when a life
springs forth, when a baby is born. On page 6,
our director, Father Vittorino Grossi, reminds us
that we do not say “come into the territory,”
but “into the world.” In this expression lies a
principle of universal equality that should make
us think immediately about the futility of our
“fear of foreigners”. Yet we are born in a
specific geographical area, in a specific country
and this fact creates rights and duties for
everyday and community life of each. This is
how it is, but not for everyone. There are young
people born in Italy, although not of Italian
origin, but born in Italy. They are the second

generation, the children of immigrants who feel
and are in all respects Italian. They grow up
next to the children of Italians, play and study
with them, work with them, marry them. What
ever makes them less Italian than the children
of Italians? The fact that their right of
citizenship is not recognised is tied to a
principle called jus soli (which is based on
citizenship acquired on the basis of where you
are born and not on the basis of where your
parents were born). No, this is not envisaged.
Almost as though “second generation” is equal
to “generation coming second” behind peers of
Italian origin.

Mind you, I’m no expert in law and leave
all the nuances of the issue in the hands of
those who are competent. What I am
interested in is sharing a value with you. The
value of equal opportunities and equal dignity.
The Son of God was born of the Virgin Mary,
born of the flesh of humanity. If such a
powerful action has also occurred in history,
to tell us that God loves us and saves us all,
that the earth has yielded its fruit, then this
land, every land, every country, has the ability
to generate good earth: “a healthy earth, an
earth freed of all selfishness and all lack of
openness. In this world there is a good soil
which God has prepared, that he might come
to dwell among us. A dwelling place for his
presence in the world […] there is hope in the
world, a hope in which we can trust, even at
the most difficult times and in the most
difficult situations. Truth has sprung up,
bringing kindness, justice and peace” (Urbi et
Orbi Message of the Holy Father Benedict XVI,
Christmas 2012). Last Christmas, this is how
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI commented on
the verse of Psalm 85: “Kindness and truth
shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth
shall spring out of the earth, and justice shall
look down from heaven” (Ps 85:11-12). May
this be a good earth for everyone, equally.
With best wishes for a Blessed Christmas to
you and your loved ones from our Community,
from the Augustinian Fathers of Cascia, from
the Little Bees and the Wildflowers of the
Beehive and from the Saint Rita of Cascia
Foundation.
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Kyenge: With Saint Rita’s
example, globalisation 
is not frightening
Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Minister for Integration of the Italian Republic,
interviewed by Giulia Di Lauro

A
t a time when in Italy, as in other
countries, many people are experi-
encing the drama of the economic
crisis, why is it important to ad-

dress the issue of citizenship in our coun-
try, and the value of recognition of the per-
son that this entails? I think that the ques-
tion of citizenship is not only important,
but has now become essential. We cannot
deny that in our country there are cultures
that have coexisted for years with the Ital-
ian culture. Travelling around Italy, talking
to people, I have realised that we are not
dealing only with negative experiences of
cohabitation, as they want us to believe. I

understand that the economic crisis creates
fears that are difficult to manage. Living
with the anxiety of losing your job, not be-
ing able to guarantee your children what
they need to live or giving up your dreams
because of financial problems can make
you lose control and with it the sense of re-
ality. I also think that many young people
want to marry, buy a house, have children
but, in the end, the fear of an uncertain fu-
ture forces them to give up their dreams.
However, I do not think that the sole pur-
pose of those seeking to live in our country,
respecting Italian law, is to take work away
from us or hurt us.

4

Minister Cécile Kashetu Kyenge.
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For me, integration means interaction.
We are living a really difficult historic mo-
ment, but we must not lose hope and,
above all, we must understand that we are
all children of God. It is not skin colour,
shape of the eyes or language that make us
different, but the desire not to meet. Re-
membering St. Augustine, Pope Paul VI
said, “If Augustine were alive today, he
would speak and dialogue as then, because

he really personifies a humanity that be-
lieves, that loves Christ and our beloved
God”. We must learn to communicate, to
understand each other, to look beyond our
physical features.

When we speak of jus soli, the first reac-
tion that breaks out in the public is fear:
“fear of invasion,” fear that can be generat-
ed by the so-called “tourism of citizen-
ship”, or that many immigrants would come
to have their children born in Italy, a fron-
tier land, just to make sure that their ba-
bies would be granted citizenship in our

country. Do you think that these fears are
well founded? We live immersed in fear.
Mainly because of this economic crisis that
is forcing us into the corner of despair, we
are losing the point of the matter: citizen-
ship is an inviolable right for all those who
have the good of the country at heart. It is
not a trophy to be won after participating in
any old game. There is still talk of “fear of
invasion”, “tourism of citizenship”, but I
would like to know who has ever spoken
about citizenship as a gift. My proposal
provides for the issuance of citizenship to
persons born in Italy who possess some
requisites, such as prolonged presence in
our country and continuity of study. There
is no automatism. All political groups fore-
see the issue of citizenship under certain

RIGHT TO CITIZENSHIP

WHAT IS JUS SOLI?
Jus soli, Latin for “right of the soil” is
a juridical expression according to
which a person is recognised as a citi-
zen of the state in which he/she was
born even if to foreign parents. The
opposite of this principle is jus sangui-
nis (right of blood), according to which
an individual is automatically recog-
nised as having the same nationality
as his/her parents, irrespective of the
place of birth.
This is what happens in Italy, so a
child who is born on Italian territory to
foreign parents is not recognised as an
Italian citizen, while a child born
abroad to Italian parents is considered
an Italian citizen. A person born in
Italy to non-Italian parents can apply
for citizenship on coming of age, and
only if he/she complies with certain
requisites. (GDL) 

For me, integration
means interaction
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THE WORD
by
Fr. Vittorino Grossi OSA

"And while they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born"

(Luke 2, 6)



conditions. The fear of Italians does not
find fertile ground because it is only fear of
the different. As I said, I speak of interac-
tion and interaction means meeting. Man

has a social nature, looking for others to
talk to, he is not an island.

In this regard, Saint Rita of Cascia is al-
so known as the saint of dialogue. What
value do you think dialogue can have today
in a globalised world like the one we live in,
as part of the process of social and cultural
integration of immigrants? Saint Rita, the
Saint of dialogue, the Patroness of dialogue!
That’s how I like to define her, thinking of
her apostolate among people, often helping
the most needy and always attentive and
available to all. Well, with these examples
of life, of holy life, globalisation, which
could certainly undermine the process of in-
tegration, no longer frightens us; but on the
other hand, we are comforted by the knowl-
edge that through dialogue, and placing dia-
logue at the top of an imaginary ladder of
values and tools for coexistence aimed at re-
al integration, we can meet the challenge
that the society in which we live imposes on
us every day. Dialogue is essential for find-
ing a meeting point. Politics must initiate
urgent reflection on dialogue, but even be-
fore listening.

RIGHT TO CITIZENSHIP

CITIZENS OF THE WORLD
The economic crisis that Western countries are going through today has led to a “fear of
invasion” by immigrants. In practical terms, there is a challenge to the so-called jus soli
for immigrants, that is, the right to be citizens of the place where one is born, or grant it
but very conditionally. In a process of globalisation of humanity that is no longer avoid-
able, we will try to explain how the issue is evolving for our readers who are devoted to
Saint Rita and who are accustomed to relate to her as the saint of dialogue at all costs
(as it was for her, towards her husband’s killers). Today, we pursue the words “citizen of
the world”, insofar as when one is born he/she comes into the world, and thus not a ter-
ritory. He/she is the local citizen (polis) and the global citizen (cosmos) together, well
beyond the question of the rights attached to where one is born (jus soli) and to which
family (jus sanguinis).Today we live in a post-national constellation where there is a
“plurality of belonging” that cannot be limited to the integration of immigrants; rather, it
has to be understood in the sense that in a given location everyone is given an equal op-
portunity. It is therefore a question of global perspectives that go beyond jus sanguinis
or jus soli, to consider these latter only at the level of accessory conditions for citizen-
ship of the human person. St. Augustine, for his part, linked citizenship to human will
animated by love: love of oneself builds the earthly city without a future, the love of God
builds the city of God of the eternal future.
(Father Vittorino Grossi OSA, director of “From the Bees to the Roses”)
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Mary of Succour 
by Fr. Giuseppe Caruso OSA

O
ne of the names with
which the Augustin-
ian Order venerates
the Mother of the

Lord is that of “Mother of
Succour”. This beautiful
name, which refers to the
promptness with which Mary
is present, especially in the
difficult moments of life, has
its origin in a series of mirac-
ulous occurrences that took
place in the church of Saint
Augustine in Palermo, around
the year 1306.

Two of these episodes were
healings; the prior of the Au-
gustinian community, suffer-
ing from a terrible and incur-
able “flank pain”, and a
young girl suffering from total
paralysis were consoled by a
vision of the Mother of God
and miraculously healed.

From these stories, we can
draw a conclusion: Mary
caters for our deepest needs;
she gives succour, consoling
us in illness and sometimes
healing. But another miracle
has, more than any other,
sparked the imagination of
artists: a mother, irascible be-
cause, as we would say, per-
haps too “stressed”, cursing
her wayward son, hopes that
the devil could take him away;
a hideous demon materialises
on the spot and is about to
satisfy the sudden curse when
the woman, frightened, in-
vokes the relief of the Virgin
Mary, who immediately ap-

pears armed with a knotty
club with which she threatens
the infernal larva and puts it
to flight while the child takes
refuge under her mantle. I be-
lieve that, reading between
the lines, this story has much
to say: the relationship be-
tween mother and son (which,
in the story of the miracle,
was upset by the presence of
evil and sin, which appeal to
our weakness) is recovered
thanks to the energetic action,
the force (in this case, even
physical!) of the Mother of
God. Mary gives us succour,
renewing in our relationships
that love that sometimes, be-
cause of our limitations, is
blurred. 
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1. Andrèa and Lèa-
Marie Layousse,
Dakar - Senegal

2. Brandon Fouad,
Dakar - Senegal

3. Giada Rita Asnicar,
Montecchio Maggiore
(VI) - Italy

4. Nathalie Rita
Chaouane, Dakar -
Senegal

5. Niccolò, Aurora and
Tommaso Sinisi,
Montecchio
Precalcino (VI) - Italy

6. Valentino Rocco,
Terni - Italy

Church of Saint Augustine, Our La-
dy of Succour with the Augustinian
saints. In the fresco, the painter
has replaced the club with a beam
of light.



APPOINTMENTS edited by Fra Paolo Zecca OSA

Rome 4 September 2013
Father Moral, new OSA Prior General
Father Alejandro Moral Antón, the 97th Prior
General of the Order of Saint Augustine, was
elected on 4 September 2013, the day of Our
Lady of Consolation, Patroness of the Order.
On election, he addressed his brothers with
the words: “I say ‘thank you’ because it is a

grace to be one of your
brothers”. Born in
1955, Spanish, a native
of La Vid (Burgos), the
new Prior General of the
Augustinians has been a
member of the General
Curia, with various re-
sponsibil it ies, from
2001 when he became
Vicar General of the Or-
der. In 2004, Father
Moral was elected Attor-
ney General of the Order,
and, since 2009, has al-
so been Assistant to one
of the two Federations of

Augustinian Contemplative Nuns of Spain.
Father Moral succeeds Father Robert Prevost,
who had opened the General Chapter of the
Order, welcoming Pope Francis
in the Basilica of St. Augustine
in Campo Marzio, Rome, on 28
August, the feast of the Bishop
and Doctor of the Church, Au-
gustine. “Pope Francis,” said
Moral on the day of his elec-

tion, “has reminded us that, more than a Pon-
tiff, Rome has a Bishop. Similarly, I would al-
so like to recall the fact that the Order does
not have a Father General, but a Prior General,
the first of many, he who walks ahead of
everyone else, opening roads, guiding, serving!
Prior and brother. Like Augustine – for you I
am bishop, with you I am Christian – I also
feel that the first title scares me, the second
consoles me”. The Nuns and the Augustinian
Fathers of Cascia thank Father Robert Prevost
for his valuable work, greeting with confidence
and prayer the new Prior General, Father Ale-
jandro Moral Antón.

Cascia (PG), 8 December 2013 to 24 January
2014
From Bonfire to Pasquarelle
The big event “From Bonfire to Pasquarelle”
will start Christmas with the Exhibition of
Cribs, from 8 December. Holy Mass, feasts and
games will accompany us to the Epiphany,
when spontaneous groups of “pasquarellari”
will announce the birth of Jesus in the streets,
singing the “pasquarelle” (ancient songs of
pastoral origin). To know all the dates: local
tourist office – tel. + 39 0743 71401.

Cascia (PG), 18 January 2014
67th Death Anniversary of Blessed Mother
Fasce
18 January marks the 67th anniversary of the
death of our dear Blessed Mother M. Teresa
Fasce, founder of the Saint Rita Beehive, the
important work of charity by devotees of Rita.
In honour of this great Augustinian woman, a
solemn Mass will be held at 18.00 in the Low-
er Basilica,.

Cascia (PG), 16 February 2014
Feast of Blessed Simone Fidati
Along with Saint Rita and the Blessed
Mother Fasce, the figure of Blessed Si-
mone Fidati makes Cascia the cradle of
the Augustinianism. The memory of this
brother of the Order of Hermits of St.
Augustine will be celebrated on 16 Feb-
ruary. Holy Mass will take place at
17.00 in the Lower Basilica, where his
mortal remains are kept.

CASCIA EVENTS
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T
he Nativity of the Lord in the flesh
is an inexhaustible source, which
knows the renewed surprise, the
marvel never satisfied, the

adoring astonishment before Him who,
from the infinite Ocean of Divinity
wanted to land on the narrow shore
of human history for a single pur-
pose: “God remaining that which
he was also wanted to make him-
self what he was not, Man created,
true, limited, mortal, so that men
created, limited and mortal, re-
maining what they were, eventual-
ly become gods by grace” of the
Holy Spirit. This is the “formula of
exchange” that comes from the
Holy Scripture, is faithfully con-
firmed by the Fathers, and we live
with infinite effectiveness in the
holy liturgy of the Mother Church.
Even being born in our time, in the
poverty of Bethlehem, Jesus gives
you his message: the path of joy is
not that of the race to have, and to
have more and more. No, joy is found
by taking another itinerary: the itinerary
that goes from egoism to humble and gen-
erous service at the many caves of Bethle-
hem, the many “suburbs” scattered every-
where, especially next to you. Mary be-
came the cradle of God and with Joseph
watched the baby in the poverty of Bethle-
hem. Their amazement must also be your
amazement. God is in the midst of thee in
the fragility and weakness of a child. Mary
and Joseph have nothing, they are poor, yet
it is the happiest family in all of human
history because it is the family in which
God is present. Here is the secret of joy!
Here is the treasure of all  mankind!
Provencal tradition places a character
called the “amazed one” in each crib

among all those who come to visit the new-
ly-born Child: he does nothing but look at
the good side of everything. He comes up
to Jesus with his hands empty and all be-
rate him, but Our Lady says, “Do not listen
to them. You were put on earth to be sur-
prised: you have fulfilled your mission and
you will receive your reward. The world
will be wonderful, as long as there are peo-
ple like you, capable of being amazed”. We
rediscover within ourselves the ability to be
amazed and look at the good side of every-
thing, to be amazed before Child Jesus,
who wanted to take our humanity to be-
come our blessing.

Be amazed 
Sr. M. Giacomina Stuani OSA



DIALOGUE WITH THE MONASTERY

The problems are so many that sometimes
birthdays remind us that we came into the
world to suffer ...The Lord has forgotten
about me for too long ... When you lose
strength, faith also disappears ... Faith in
what? In a God who is not merciful? He is not
… Forget about why he is not, it’s too long to
explain ... Please pray for my children.

Carmen

Dearest Carmen,
Your letter gives me the right opportu-

nity at the end of the Year of Faith pro-
claimed by Pope Benedict XVI to talk
about that virtue which is not simply and
only one of the three theological virtues,
but is a wonderful gift from the Lord be-
cause we can recognise his love. A gift
that he gives to all without distinction, not
only to a select few. A gift that we can ac-
cept or refuse.

Faith is the glasses that serve our eyes
to look at the world and everything around
us with the eyes of God. A God whose name
is Love, generosity, compassion, mercy, for-
giveness. Faith helps us to recognise the
gifts that the Lord has given us, and they
are many, because the Lord has given us so
much, he has given us everything, starting
from His very Life. Faith helps us not to
stop when faced with problems because, if
we stop there, we lose the moment to feel
free under grace.

Faith is to believe, believe, believe, and
believe again with all our strength, that God
has put His love in my heart. This is the
reality that precedes us always: God loved
me first, I did not deserve anything, but He
loved me and loves me as a Father. Faith
tells us that within our lives we have the
grace and strength of the Lord. Faith is the
door that allows me to enter into commun-
ion with God and with the Church. It is salt
to give flavour to life, it is light that cannot
be hidden. And, as Pope Francis wrote in
his first encyclical Lumen Fidei, faith illu-

minates love, because to really love and set
life around love requires faith.

But where is faith born? It is born from
the encounter with the living God, with Christ
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and
grows if we breathe in our lives the Word, not
words ... Our inner stability depends on the
firmness of our faith. That is why in our
fragility as creatures we need to call out every
day: ‘Lord, make our faith grow!’.

Dear Carmen, the Lord has not forgotten
about you and waits for you to return to Him
with all his heart to let you experience His
merciful embrace. Whatever your story, God
loves you and is present in your life every
day. This is faith: God is not absence but
the certainty of presence in your life. Gladly
we pray for you and for your children.

God has forgotten about me

THE ABBESS
RESPONDS
If you want to share
your hopes or fears or your doubts or
happiness with us write to
monastero@santaritadacascia.org, 
specifying your consent for publication of
the letter. Mother M. Natalina will reply to
everyone, either through the Magazine or in
private.



Photos Giovanni Galardini
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